LGBTF almost daily newsZINE Thursday May 6,1993

BOOK R EVIEW

American Friends Service Committee has published a new book:A Certain Terror: Heterosexism, Militarism, Violence & Change Edited by Richard Cleaver and Patricia Myers. Excerpts from AFSC’s promotional flyer follow:

Some of the decade’s most challenging and inspirational voices on gay, lesbian and bisexual issues are collected in this 400 page anthology. _A Certain Terror_ exposes the roots of homophobic violence and its interconnections with the militarism running deep inAmerican society.

Combining theory and practice, this book unflinchingly analyzes such issues as: * What are the real sources of anti-gay violence? * How can non-violence speak to this crisis? * What does it mean to support inclusion in a violent and oppressive structure such as the military? * How can we hear each other across difference, pain and anger and find ways to work together?

For readers concerned about the rise of anti-gay laws, about violence against gays, lesbians, and bisexuals, or about how we can cross barriers of race, class, gender and sexual orientation, this book is a river of possibilities flowing through a spiritually parched and thirsty land.

The anthology includes essays, poems, short stories, cartoons, *and* a play. Articles by Harold Jordan, Gregory Herek, bell hooks, Audre Lorde, Donna Mindowitz, Michael Bronski, Jewelle Gomez, Gloria Anzaldua. Poetry by Essex Hemphill, Pat Parker, and Minnie Bruce Pratt.

_A Certain Terror_ is available for $14.95 + $2 postage and handling. It’s also available to groups at discount rates:

5 - 9 copies $13 ea 10 - 19 " 11.50 on bulk orders, add 10% for postage 20+ " 10.00 and handling

Please make checks payable toAFSC and mail to: American Friends Service Committee Program on Militarism & Nonviolence 1414 Hill Street AnnArbor MI 48104

GLU-Gay Lesbian University/Seattle POB 20771 Seattle,WA 98102 206-3 2 3 - 7 4 8 3 Contact Tom Hicks Email: tomh@halcyon.com

STEVEN FAR MER HIV HOR R OR STORY

H IV = P r i s o n

Part 1 of several segments The Steven Farmer Case Fact Sheet Update 1992: A Dangerous National Precedent havingAIDS Is NowA Crime, Punishable with a Prison Term! Only because he is HIV positive... they sentenced him to more than 7 years in prison.

On July 1,1988 Steven Farmer, after being tested for theAIDS antibody against his will, was sentenced to seven and one half years in prison for the crime of being HIV positive.

On February 27, 1990 an appeal was heard by the Washington State Supreme Court.A decision was rendered February 14, 1991.

Forced HIV testing and the criminalization of AIDS are an attack on every person’s civil liberty and constitutional right to privacy. Forced testing also drives the disease underground, with disastrous public health consequences.

The case sets a dangerous national precedent. Essentially any persons, particularly those perceived to he "High risk, " can be arrested, tried, and subjected to discriminatory sentencing if a judge decides they might be infected with HIV.

If the Farmer sentencing is not overturned, it will not matter that an activity is legal, nor will it matter that the activity could not transmit AIDS at all. With this legal precedent, any judge in any case can indiscriminately order testing & multiply a sentence many times over if the person tests HIV positive.

What we have here is first and foremost a simple case in which Steven Farmer, because he is gay, became a scapegoat in a political witch-hunt. AIDS hysteria fueled an incredible and horrifying sequence of events which led to Steven being forced-tested for AIDS and sentenced for a crime fabricated by the prosecutors’ office.

The Farmer Case is actually two cases. Steven was originally in the legal system in a small misdemeanor plea-bargain case.AfterAIDS was raised as a possible issue, Steven suddenly found himself scapegoated, pilloried in the media, and slapped with new, contrived felony charges.

Note, as you are reading this, that all of the players in this case had a political or personal stake in seeing Steven convicted. To be continued

MILITARY NEWS

Sen. Sam Nunn, D-Ga., chairman of the SenateArmed Services Committee, said his panel will hold hearings at the Norfolk,Va., Naval Base on the administration’s proposed lifting of the ban on homosexuals in the military. Nunn stated that the identities of any military members who ask to testify in confidence will be heard behind closed doors and their identity kept secret. Others will testify in public in several forums during the day.

THE HATE GOES ON

Right-wing talk radio continues to heat up, and when it comes to lesbian and gay issues, the main offender here in New York is WABCRadio. Challenging long-time host Bob Grant’s homophobia was among GLAAD/NY’s first major projects, and yet he still regularly calls gay men and lesbians ’disgusting.’ But Jay Diamond, who recently joined the station in the latenight slot, has been even more vicious regarding gays in the military, encouraging his listeners to call in and bash the ’sodomites.’ Voice your complaints about Jay Diamond. Write: Mr. Don P. Bouloukos, President, Radio Stations Group 1, Capital Cities/ABC, Inc., 77 West 66th Street, NewYork, NY 10023.