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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE

The major part of this volume has been translated from Karl Marzx,
Mathematicheskie Rukopsii, edited by Professor S.A. Yanovskaya,
Moscow 1968 (referred to in this volume as Yanovskaya, 1968). This
contained the first publication of Marx’s mathematical writings in
their original form, alongside Russian translation. (Russian trans-
lation of parts of these manuscripts had appeared in 1933.) We have
included the first English translation of Part I of the Russian edition,
comprising the more or less finished manuscripts left by Marx on the
differential calculus, and earlier drafis of these. We have not trans-
lated Part I1 of the 1968 volume, which consisted of extracts from and
comments on the mathematical books which Marx had studied. Pro-
fessor Yanovskaya, who had worked on these manuscripts since 1930,
died just before the book appeared. We include a translation of her
preface, together with six Appendices, and Notes to Part 1.

In addition, we include the following:

a) extracts from two leiters from Engels to Marx and one from Marx
to Engels, discussing these writings;

b) a review of Yanovskaya, 1968, translated from the Russian, by
the Soviet mathematician E. Kol’man, who died in Sweden in 1979,
and who had also been associated with these manuscripts since their
first transcription;

c) an article by Yanovskaya and Kol’'man on ‘Hegel and
Mathematics’, which appeared in 1931 in the journal Pod zramenem
markeisma . This has been translated from the version which appeared

. in the German magazine Unter dem Banner des Marxismus:

d) an essay on ‘Hegel, Marx and the Calculus’ written for this
volume by Cyril Smith.
The material from Yanovskaya 1968 has been translated by C.

Aronson and M. Meo, who are also responsible for translating the
review by E. Kol'man.

The letters between Marx and Engels, and the article by
Yanovakaya and Kol’'man, are translated by R. A. Archer
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S.A. Yanovskaya

PREFACE TO THE
1968 RUSSIAN EDITION

Engels, in his introduction to the second edition of Anti-Diihring ,
revealed that among the manuscripts which he inherited from Marx
were some of mathematical conrtent, to which Engels attached great
importance and intended to publish later. Photocopies of these man-
uscripts (nearly 1,000 sheets) are kept in the archives of the Marx-
Lenin Institute of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Unjon. In 1933, fifty years after the death of Marx, parts of
these manuscripts, including Marx’s reflections on the essentials of
the differential calculus, which he had summarised for Engelsin 1881
in two manuscripts accompanied by preparatory material, were pub-
lished in Russian translation, the first in the journal Under the Banner
of Marxism (1933, no.1, pp.15-73) and the second in the collection
Marxism and Science (1933, pp.5-61). However, even these parts of
the mathematical manuscripts have not been published in the original
languages unil now.

In the present edition all of the mathematical manuscripts of Marx
having a more or less finished character or containing his own obser-
vations on the concepts of the calculus or other mathematical ques-
tions, are published in full.

Marx’s mathemartical manuscripts are of several varicties; some of

. them represent his own work in the differential calculus, its natire

and history, while others contain outlines and annotations of books
which Marx used. This volume is divided, accordingly, into two
parts. Marx’s original works appear in the first part, while in the
second are found full expository outlines and passages of
mathematical content.* Both Marx’s own writings and his obser-
vations located in the surveys are published in the original language
and in Russian translation.

* This volume contains a translation of the first part only.
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