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lution to be conducted simultaneously throughout the army;
it should be done by stages instead.s8

The decision of the central bodies clearly concerned
Sinkiang, Tibet, Inner Mongolia, Kwangsi and Fukien.
!ndeed, it has been reported that a poster appeared quot-
ing another directive of Mao Tse-tung’s to the army which
urged it to strengthen precautions against war in the prov-
inces along the frontier with the USSR.

The army managed to achieve a balance between its
internal and external commitments. But its new internal
responsibility was a grave one: identifying the good revo-
lutionaries among all those who asked for its help. This
could not be done without the assistance of the Centre’s
intelligence services.

66 Poster of February 15th.

4. Students and Red Guards

For several years the radical Maoist minority in the Party
tried to have their ideas adopted through the ordinary
methods of discussion, persuasion and example. But when
their enemies seemed to have gained the upper hand organ-
izationally they decided to move on to a new kind of ac-
tion. Their tactics, which had to fit Mao Tse-tung’s ideas,
were to appeal to the masses by exposing scandals that
would shock them into joining forces with the minority to
get the discredited leaders suspended from their duties. As
long as the aim was only to criticize a few leaders—the
proportion was arbitrarily fixed at 5 per cent for the top
ranks—it did not, apparently, seem necessary to mobilize
all of the masses.

The students might be enough. The workers and peas-
ants had not been sufficiently awakened politically under
the Party’s rule, so that it would have taken them a very
long time to get going. Their latter participation may well
have been envisaged, but this involved the danger of large-
scale disorders. There must certainly have been arguments
for trying to interest the workers and peasants in the de-
bate through the example of the students, who were more
easily controlled.

The Maoists had also long wanted to ensure that the
third generation of communists would be, and remain,
‘red.’ Back in 1963 one could have read in the People’s
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