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At the other extreme, turning their backs on class prob-
lems, T’an, Yi and Ti made the most of the sole common
heritage of the students, their freedom of speech, and chose
a libertarian course. As we have seen, T’an Li-fu said and
wrote a great deal, criticizing everyone, even Chiang
Ch’ing, Ch’en Po-ta and Lin Piao. Perhaps he now thought
it prudent to withdraw. He left for Canton but was sum-
moned to come back if he did not want trouble with the
Public Security. This police intervention made him much
talked about.

Yi Lin and Ti Hsi had written an open letter criticizing
Lin Piao for saying that Mao Tse-tung was greater than
Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin, adding that his conclu-
sions ran contrary to historical evolution.86 Ignoring the
argument that Mao Tse-tung integrated the whole of
Marxism when dealing with contemporary problems, they
continued to act as ‘theoreticians’ and tried to win support
for their views.

One should also mention the students who permanently
left the universities to go among the workers and peas-
ants and win them over for the revolution, insofar as the
workers and peasants accepted them. But most of the
students became students again. Those who enjoyed inde-
pendent ideological activity returned to the scene when
a swing to the left gave them their chance.

86 See the Revolutionary Liaison Journal of the Interna-
tional Political Section of Peita, January 1967.

5. The Rebellion at the Head of the Party
and the Rebel Leadership

From one anniversary of the Party on July 1, 1966, to the
next on July 1, 1967, the Thought of Mao Tse-tung ruled
supreme, but between the two dates its interpreters
changed. In 1966 the official press designated Liu Shao-
ch’i, Chou En-lai, Lin Piao and Teng Hsiao-p’ing jointly
to celebrate it. In 1967 it was Lin Piao alone.

In the interval the revolutionary leaders had taken a
major strategic decision: to throw the workers and peasants
into the struggle. The Cultural Revolution was propagated
among them, probably going deepest in the cities, but it
had gone beyond any plan. The sheer weight of the work-
ing masses could have led the movement towards some
social changes that were not envisaged in its original po-
litical aims. The social demands made by the workers,
especially in Shanghai, were no easier to control than the
anarchism of the students.

The Party machine continued to function for some time
through those of its organs that still obeyed its orders. The
Central Committee’s Secretariat was thoroughly changed
as a result of the Cultural Revolution, but to the revolu-
tionary leaders its strong men were merely the new ‘bosses.’

As one power seizure followed the next, the secretariat
lost its territories. People in executive positions were per-
plexed, not knowing whether to obey the instructions com-
ing from what remained of the Party machine or those that
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