THE CO-OP THE LEADERS DIDN’T WANT

(By Chen Tai-chih, Shensi Daily reporter, August 31, 1955)

This article tells a moving story. We hope every
reader will study it carefully. We especially invite
those comrades who do not believe that the people
are eager to take the road to socialism, and the com-
rades who are always ready to grasp their knife and
“cut dowmn’” co-operatives, to give this article their
closest attention. Daily and hourly throughout the
countryside the socialist factors are increasing. The
great majority of the peasants are demanding the
formation of co-operatives. A large number of
intelligent, capable, fair-minded and enthusiastic
leaders are springing from the midst of the people.
This is a wvery encouraging situation. Our most
serious failing is that Party leaders in many places
have not bestirred themselves to keep up with it.

Our present task is to get the local Party com-
mittees at every level to take a positive Marxist-
Leninist stand on this matter and assume responsibil-
ity for the entire agricultural co-operative movement,
and lead it enthusiastically, gladly and whole-

heartedly. They should not re-enact the story of

Lord Sheh who loved dragons but was frightened out
of his wits at the sight of a real one. They have
been talking about socialism for years, but now that
socialism has come looking for them, they are afraid
of it. :
— EDITOR
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In the winter of 1953, an agricultural producers’ co-opera-
tive was set up in Shangtsun Village, Kuotu District, Changan
County, Shensi Province — the first one in the district.

Only about four li away lies Yangtsun Village. Its lead-
ing people, Wei Ting-tung, Wei Yao-nan, Chang Ke-hsin,
and many other peasant activists, often inquired how the
co-operative in Shangtsun Village was getting on with its
crops. .

After the co-op had shared out its autumn harvest, Wei
Ting-tung called on its chairman, Tan Chung-chih, and had
a talk with him about the increase in the income of the mem-
bers. Peasants in the mutual-aid teams in Yangtsun also
learned about the co-op from their relatives and friends in
Shangtsun. Seeing that the co-op had a promising future,
that its output of farm products was greater, and the income
of its members higher than in the mutual-aid team, many
Yangtsun peasants became eager to set up a co-op themselves.

In the winter of 1954, all the neighbouring villages were
talking about the same thing. In order to prepare the people
of Yangtsun for co-operative farming, the district committee .
of the Communist Party invited them to hear reports on how
co-ops were being formed in some neigh‘bouring villages. In
addition, the leading peasants in Yangtsun often organized
their fellow villagers to study the subject. The snow was
knee-deep in the fields and long icicles hung from the eaves.
Yet the peasants, without needing any persuasion, flocked to
the village meeting room every night when the bell for studies
was sounded. '

The surging tide of agricultural co-operation was a great
stimulus to the people of Yangtsun Village, particularly to
those poor peasants who burned to join a co-op. Later that
winter, after the first group of co-ops had been set up, new

co-ops mushroomed in all the surrounding areas. Even

tractors were expected in the locality soon, as a plan had been
worked out for a tractor station in Shangtsun.
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