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That is why he described 1905 as the * dress rehearsal® for

Qctober, which ushered in the Soviet régime and emancipated
not only the workers and peasants of Russia proper, but also |
the millions of exploited people in the colonial territories of.
the Crzarist Empire. And it was the teeming millions of |
Asiatic Russia who supported the Bolsheviks in the struggle |
against the counter-revolution and foreign intervention. For |
with the granting of the Right of Self-Determination and the |
concession of voluntary separation by the formeérly iinperialist §
country, the national bourgeoisie is deprived of the demagogic
platform by which it binds the masses to itsell. Once the
subject country is freed from the foreign yoke with the volun.
tary consent -of the formerly dominant nation, the native.
capitalists and landlords are exposed as the substitutes of the |
foreign overlord. As long as Czarism ruled, the native |
bourgeoisies of the subject and oppressed nations were able
to pose as the defenders of the national aspirations. Once
the Bolsheviks had declared the subject nations® Right to
Self-Determination, this, their sole prop, was gone. “ For,
communism knows that the amalgamation of the nations into§
a single world economic system is possible only on the basis J
of mutual confidence and voluntary agreement; that the?)
formation .of a voluntary amalgamation of nations must be §
preceded by the separation of the colonies from the © intégral '}
imperialist ‘ whole," by the transformation of the coloniesy
into independent States,”! ‘

4 Joseph Stalin : Marxism and the Nationai Question, p. 197.

PART 11

i THE NEW RUSSIA

CHAPTER FOUR
HOW THE CZARIST COLONIAL EMPIRE WAS
LIBERATED

THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION was the opportunity' and Lenin
and his party were the agents who used the opportunity to

implement the principle of Self-Determination for the subject

peoples of the Russian Empire, even to the point of volun-
tary separation, if desired. Lenin had consistently stressed
that without theory there can be no revolutionary practice,
and here the Bolsheviks had theory ready for immediate
application. The historic moment did not find them wanting.
‘The liguidation of the Czarist Colonial Empire was not
accidental, but a deliberate policy of socialist_strategy and
objective, -~

Indeed, the more one studies Lenin’s interpretation of
Marxism and the invaluable original contributigns which he
brought te revolutionary theory, the more one becomes con-
vinced of the outstanding greatness of the man, of the
uniqueness of his mind and personality. Nowhere among
Socialist movements of Western Europe has there been
thrown up such a theoretical and revolutionary giant.
Certainly not in England, where the intellectual class has
tended to regard theory with contempt and scorn. That is
why the British Labour Movement has grown up in such
shapeless form. Tt reflects the intellectual outlook of its
ruling class, which shies away from theory as though it were
a deathly contagious disease. Hence the ineffectuality of the
British Labour Movement, for without theory practice has
nothing to guide it

The Bolshevik Party, having a clear conception of its goal,
was able, four days after the capture of power, to issue on














































































































































